[Viral infections in pregnancy bearing a risk for the child].
Specific viral infections during pregnancy can be transmitted to the fetus or newborn. Infections transmitted to the fetus during pregnancy are called prenatal or congenital infections, whereas infections passed from mother to child during delivery or in the first weeks after birth are called perinatal or neonatal infections. Vertical transmission risk depends on the virus, maternal immunity against this virus and gestational age. Interpretation of microbiological diagnostics for possible intrauterine infection requires specific knowledge on sensitivity and specificity of different assays in relation to the presumed moment of infection. Some of the prenatal and perinatal infections can be prevented by vaccination and by 1st trimester screening in pregnancy, followed by preventive measures. Infections with CMV and parvovirus B19 can have serious consequences for the fetus and newborn. There are no effective preventive or intervention options at this time.